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Northern Ireland
Food and Drinks 
Processing Sector 

2019

Contribution to
Northern Ireland’s
Manufacturing Industry

Employment Value Added

£998
million

Destination of sales

 

Other countries

 

Sales trend over time

£4.6
Billion

£4.6
Billion

£4.4
Billion £4.3

Billion

£4.9
Billion

Gross turnover in real terms expressed in 2015 prices

201920182015 2016 20172014

Republic 
of Ireland

16%

Other EU
8%

6%

Total sales

£5.4
Billion

Great
Britain

48%

Northern 
Ireland

23%

Source: Northern Ireland 
Statistics and Research Agency.

24,945 FTE*
Employees

* Full Time Equivalents

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WIDER NI AGRI-FOOD INDUSTRY

*Percentages do not add up to 100% due to rounding.

Sales 
up by

4%

Up by
7%

Up by
3%37%

of total sales
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Why farming matters

The UFU has a vision of a productive, profitable and progressive farming sector which 

can deliver for the environment; for the consumer; and for the economy. As well as 

growing and producing the high quality, healthy food that we all eat and enjoy, UK 

farmers and growers are custodians of our iconic countryside and leaders in promoting 

animal welfare standards. We underpin the food and drink industry, the largest local 

manufacturing sector, making a fundamental contribution to our economy while 

supporting rural and urban communities.

Provisional figures from the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 

(DAERA) indicate that the ‘Total Income from Farming’ in NI increased by 8.3% (8.0% 

in real terms) from £463 million in 2020 to £501 million in 2021.

About the Ulster Farmers’ Union 

Founded in 1918, the Ulster Farmers’ Union (UFU) is the largest democratic voluntary 

organisation representing over 11,500 farming families throughout all parts of 

Northern Ireland (NI) and across all agricultural sectors. Its central objective is to 

promote their interests both at home and abroad through professional lobbying. 

 

Mission Statement
“To serve its members by promoting and supporting a vibrant 
and sustainable rural economy where agriculture is secure and 
pivotal to its future.” 

The UFU represents agriculture and wider rural issues, working with politicians and 

other groups and organisations locally, in the UK and in Europe to ensure that the 

interests of agriculture and rural issues are advanced.
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